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Cable & Wire

Mercury Cable has announced that the 
United States Patent and Trademark 
Offi ce (“USPTO”) has issued a Notice 
of Allowance on patent application 
number 12070244 for Mercury Cable’s 
HVCRC Smart Conductor. 
The patent issued covers all 33 claims submitted 
and the examiner considered all the prior art 
available including Composite Technology 
Corporation’s ‘162 and ‘319 patents which are 
the subject of an infringement lawsuit between 
the parties. The issuance of this patent confi rms 
the unique nature of this product and is the fi rst 
U.S. patent issued among more than 16 patents 
issued worldwide for Mercury’s HVCRC Smart 
Conductor. 

Mercury Cable & 
Energy receives 
notice of allowance 
of HVCRC patent 
from USPTO 

UAE cable manufacturer Ducab has 
announced global sales of Dh2.4 billion 
during 2009, a fall of 27 per cent from the 
previous year as a result of a dip in global 
copper prices. 
Ahmad Al Shaikh, chairman of Ducab said earlier 
that while revenues declined, the profi t percentage 
remains the same as the previous year despite 
the major drop in copper prices. He said the profi t 
percentage would be 5 per cent going forward.
Its current share is 50 per cent of the UAE cable 
market and it aims to have a 25 per cent share in 
all GCC countries.
“We will focus now on the entire Middle East and 
Africa regions. There are high-demand markets,” 
Al Shaikh said.
During 2009, the company said, it increased its 
UAE market share by 10 per cent.

Ducab focuses on growth in Middle East and Africa
“The Middle East as a whole remained a strong 
market for Ducab in 2009,” said Andrew Shaw, 
managing director.
Some of the major UAE projects for which 
Ducab supplied cables in the last few years were 
inaugurated in 2009, including the Burj Khalifa and 
the F1 Yas Marina Circuit, involving collaborations 
with companies like ETA and Siemens. For 
the F1 Yas Marina Circuit alone, nearly Dh100 
million worth of power cables were sourced from 
Ducab.
India
The company recently gained majority market 
share in India as a provider of imported copper 
rods.
“This has resulted in over 25 per cent of the cable 
and enamelled wire manufactured in India with 
imported copper now being made out of Ducab 

copper,” it said in a statement.
Late last year, the company began construction 
of its Dh500 million manufacturing facility that 
will produce up to 30,000 tonnes of high-voltage 
cables. The company’s current investments 
exceed Dh1 billion as it expands production 
capacity.
The facility, which will begin production late this 
year, will bring up to 10,000 cable tonnes of 
high-voltage cables to market in the fi rst year of 
operation, according to Al Shaikh.
The company, whose major shareholders are 
Dubai Electricity and Water Authority (Dewa) and 
Abu Dhabi Water and Electricity Authority (Adwea), 
will export 75-80 per cent of its production to the 
GCC countries, India, Hong Kong, Singapore 
and North Africa, and the rest will be for the local 
market.

Prysmian has revealed that it has 
ambitious plans to grow its market 
presence in both China and India as part 

Prysmian reveals expansion plans for China and India

of a global expansion programme.
Speaking at the FTTH Council conference in 
Lisbon, the group's telecoms business director 

Hakan Ozmen said that although Prysmian 
already had facilities in China and major customers 
including China Unicom, China Telecom and China 
Mobile, he was looking for new partners as part of 
a bid to increase market share.
In India, where Prysmian was already very 
successful through its partner network, Ozmen 
said that the company was now considering 
establishing production within the country to further 
boost its presence.

USA Wire & Cable Inc. has introduced 
a PV wire that carries the Direct Burial 
designation under the UL 4703 revision 
of 11/17/09. This wire is the fi rst PV wire 
to carry this designation.
The cable offers protection from sun, ozone, 
heat and abrasion, and uti l izes ethylene 
propylene rubber insulation (EPR) and a 
separate protect ive jacket,  which is the 
preferred solution for transformerless inverter 

USA Wire & Cable releases PV wire with 
Direct Burial designation

systems, the company adds.
The cable is rated to 2 kV, with EPR insulation 
combined with chlor inated polyethylene 
jacke t .  The  seven-s t rand  bare  copper 
conductor is recommended, as it provides 
better contact at the combiner box if built-
in bulkhead connectors are not ut i l ized, 
according to the company. Additional ratings 
include UL VW-1, RHH or RHW-2, UL 44 
and UL4703.
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Cable & Wire

Hendrix Wire & Cable, has joined 
forces with The Kerite Company to 
form Marmon Utility LLC.
This change brings together two premier 
manufacturers who have served the utility 
industry for many decades. In addition to 
the overall change, the two underground 
divisions at both companies have been 
integrated into a single business unit; MV 
Underground Cable. 
This integration means that customers 
will have access to both TRXLP and EPR 
insulation on primary cables through the 
same sales channel. More importantly, 
it is a true integration that will combine 
the best of both underground cable 
divisions. 
“The Hendrix and Kerite brands have 
gained recognition in the utility industry as 
leaders in quality. We are excited about 
the opportunities that this integration 
wi l l  br ing to our fami ly of  products 
and  serv ices”  says  Dan Carber ry, 
General Manager of Hendrix / Kerite MV 
Underground Cable. 

Hendrix Wire & 
Cable and The 
Kerite Company 
join to form 
Marmon Utility LLC

A l c a n  C a b l e , 
p a r t  o f  A l c a n 
E n g i n e e r e d 
P r o d u c t s  –  a 
b u s i n e s s  u n i t 
of  Rio Tinto – 
introduces its Ultra 

HS™ steel core wire for use at maximum 
benefi t with Aluminum Conductor Steel 
Supported (ACSS, ACSS/TW) and 

Alcan Cable offers Ultra HS™ high strength steel core 
transmission cable as high temperature, low sag solution in 
power transmission applications

Aluminum Conductor Steel Reinforced 
Self Damping Conductor (ACSR/SD) 
products for power transmission line 
applications.
Conductors wi th Ul t ra HS™ core wires 
provide the lowest sag possible on steel core 
transmission lines operating at temperatures 
up to 250°C. For Self Damping Conductors, 
the higher strength steel core increases their 
rated breaking strength and offers lower sag 

while still providing its usual vibration protection, 
up to operating temperatures of 100°C. With 
standard ACSR, Ultra HS™ steel core wires 
will provide a stronger conductor that can be 
installed within the usual tension limits used to 
prevent vibration damage.
Alcan Cable’s ULTRA HS™ steel core wires are 
manufactured in accordance with ASTM B 958 
standards and are available for a wide range of 
transmission cables. 

Goldman Sachs has sold its remaining 
16.8 percent stake in Italian cable maker 
Prysmian removing an overhang of stock 
which had depressed its share price. 
Prysmian shares rose 3.5 percent to 
more than the price which dealers said 
the U.S. investment bank had sold its 
stake.
Goldman sold the stake to investors at 12.75 Euros 
a share, dealers said, in a process which brokers 
said had offered shares in a price range of 12.50 
to 13 Euros. Orders covered the offering two to 
three times. The 30.4 million shares were sold to 

Prysmian shares go up after Goldman 
Sachs sells stake in the company

institutions, except for 1.5 million to Prysmian Chief 
Executive Valerio Battista.
Goldman had acquired the Prysmian cable 
activities of Pirelli & C PCEI.MI in 2005 in a 
private equity deal and has sold down its stake. 
In November it placed a 14.3 percent stake with 
institutions. Earlier this week Prysmian announced 
a fall in core profi ts, in line with expectations, but 
expressed caution on the chances of a pick-up 
this year. 
Shares in Prysmian were up 3.6 percent at 13.67 
euros by 1524 GMT, outperforming the Italian 
FTSEMIB blue chip index.

T h o m a s  &  B e t t s ,  a  U S - b a s e d 
manufacturer of electrical components, 
is paying 85 million Euros to acquire 
PMA, a polyamide cable duct extruder 
based in Zurich, Switzerland. 

Thomas & Betts to acquire PMA for 85 million Euros
PMA produces PA-based fl exible conduit and fi ttings 
used in industrial applications to protect energy and 
data cables from external forces such as vibration, 
heat, fi re, cold and tensile stress. It supplies systems 
to the rail car manufacturing and machine building 

TOW TF Kabel has supplied cable for the 
Alchevsk Iron and Steel Works. 
The cable will be used for the construction of a 
power plant whose capacity will be approx. 300 MW. 
The energy will be generated from side products of 
the metallurgical process. 
The generated energy will fully cover the needs of 
the works for electric energy and at the same time 

TOW TF Kabel lands contract in Ukraine 
for Alchevsk Iron and Steel Works

decrease the emission of pollution the atmosphere 
by several hundred percent. The construction of 
the power plant will be performed jointly with the 
Industrial Union of Donbas and Japanese concerns: 
Sumitomo Corporation and Mitsubishi Heavy 
Industries Ltd. 
The cables were produced in the Bydgoszcz Plant 
in Poland.

industries and has a growing presence in mining 
and infrastructure projects. The company posted 
sales of approximately €33m last year. 
The deal is expected to close within the next 60 
days. 
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Cable & Wire

Hendrix Wire & Cable, a provider of 
overhead and underground power 
distribution products, has released the 
IQ Insulator, a power-line sensor for 
monitoring, profi ling and reporting events 
on overhead power distribution lines.
IQ Insulators are wireless and programmable 
sensors that allow for quick and accurate monitoring 
of system performance and reliability, according 
to the company. Embedded systems provide 
fl exibility to calculate and store root mean square 
values, enable advanced algorithms and adapt to 
user-defi ned parameters for circuits up to 35 kV. 
License-free wireless communications allow for 
remote confi guration and data acquisition at a range 

Hendrix Wire and Cable introduces IQ 
Insulators

of up to 150 feet. 
The IQ Insulator operates on distribution systems up 
to 35 kV and all conductor types up to 1.75 inches 
OD. It is designed for mounting with Hendrix vise-
top pin insulators, providing easy installation on new 
or existing circuits, without cutting conductors or de-
energizing circuits, Hendrix Wire & Cable says. IQ 
Insulators are powered by patent-pending, battery-
free, line-powered energy-harvesting technology to 
provide enduring maintenance-free operation, the 
company adds. 
IQ Insulators are designed for harsh outdoor 
environments and temperatures ranging from 
-40 degrees C to 85 degrees C. Housings are 
constructed using high-density polyethylene.

General Cable has acquired Beru SAS, a 
wholly-owned subsidiary of BorgWarner 
France SAS, located in La Ferte Mace, 
France. 
The business will operate as General Cable 
Automotive Europe (GCAE) going forward. 
GCAE is a premier manufacturer of ignition 

General Cable expands its transportation and industrial 
harnesses business in Europe

wire harnesses sold into 
the European automotive 
OEM market as well as 
the aftermarket. 
R o g e r  R o u n d h o u s e , 

S e n i o r  V i c e  P r e s i d e n t 
and  Genera l  Manager,  Spec ia l t y  Wi re 
Harnesses said, “The GCAE acquisi t ion 
is an important step in the globalization 
of our ignition wire harness business and 
supports the strategy to participate in the 
increasingly homogenous global market for 

these products. Our wire harness business 
now has operations in the United States, 
Mexico and France. From these locations, 
the Company is participating in a significant 
portion of the global automotive market for 
ignition wire harnesses. In its first year of 
operations we expect this business to report 
in excess of US$20 million in revenues. This 
acquisition is important in satisfying multi-
national customers who see value in having 
global partners support their business in the 
ignition wire harness category.” 

Draka Communications has launched 
a new multi-purpose hybrid indoor 
cable which enables CATV, voice, and 
data transmission--all from a single 
cable installation. 
The new cable allows wiring to meet 
cu r ren t  s tandards ,  wh i l e  p rov id ing 
plug-and-play readiness for the coming 
genera t ions  o f  h igh-de f in i t i on  da ta 
and  en te r ta inment  se rv ices .  Draka 
showcases its multimedia indoor cables 
at  the Light & Bui ld ing exhibi t ion in 
Frankfurt, April 11-16.

Draka opens door 
to intelligently 
wired building

American Superconductor Corporation 
and LS Cable have announced that they 
have expanded their superconductor 
power  cab le  s t ra teg ic  bus iness 
alliance. 
Under the new agreement, LS Cable and 
AMSC will work collaboratively to deploy 
more than 50 kilometers (km) (31 miles) of 
superconductor power cables in commercial 
power grids over the next five years. The 
original alliance, established in September 
2009, called for the deployment of a minimum 
of 10 km (6.2 miles) of superconductor power 
cables during that same period. 
The agreement was reached at a meeting 
in  Devens,  Massachuset ts  at tended by 

AMSC and LS Cables expand superconductor 
power cable strategic alliance 

LS Cable President and Chief Executive 
Officer Jongho Son and AMSC President 
and Chief Operating Officer Dan McGahn. 
Korea Electric Power Corporation (KEPCO) 
Vice President J.W. Chang was present 
to witness the signing. KEPCO is South 
Korea’s only power distributor. The strategic 
al l iance focuses on the ful l  spectrum of 
superconductor cable projects, including 
distribution and transmission voltages as well 
as alternating current (AC) and direct current 
(DC) systems. Superconductor power cable 
systems manufactured by LS Cable will utilize 
AMSC’s proprietary second generation (2G) 
high temperature superconductor (HTS) wire, 
branded as 344 superconductors. 
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Cable & Wire

Superior Essex has introduced a 
new cable identification feature, 
CableID™, that provides a unique 
4-character printed code, every two 
feet, on the cable jacket for each 
thousand-foot box and reel of copper 
data cable.
With CableID, both ends of each cable run 
are easily identifiable without the need to 
separately label or tone the cable. This 
standout feature makes it significantly 
easier to trace cables between termination 
points and document cable runs. 
CableID provides savings of both time and 
labor allowing installers and end-users to 
easily manage their networks by allowing 
technicians to quickly identify cables 
during installation and moves-adds-and-
changes. 

Superior Essex 
introduces 
CableID™ for easy 
cable identifi cation 
within a bundle

Eutex International,  stockist has 
announced collaboration with Prysmian 
that will allow Eutex to stock and distribute 
the Prysmian brand from the Eutex 
Stocking & Distribution Facility, located 
in Houston, TX. 
Stocking the Prysmian NEK606 Mud Resistant, 
Low Smoke Zero Halogen cable range in Houston, 
continues Eutex loyalty to its valued client base of 
providing top quality products and manufacturers. 
Prysmian will be added to the current Eutex 
Product Lines, which current includes IEC 
cable and hazardous area products from 

Eutex announce distribution of 
Prysmian Cable from Houston Facility

manufactures such as: CMP Products, Abtech 
Limited, Vantrunk Cable Management, Cortem 
Group, CCI Cable Service, and UNIKA Kablo 
San. VE TIC A.S.
The following cables are currently stocked and 
distributed from the Eutex Stocking Facility: 
NEK606, BS, IEC, Off-Shore & On-Shore, 
Power, Control & Instrumentation Cables 
and to be announced in a corporate meeting 
presentation next month, a new Marine cable 
being rolled out over the next 6 months, that 
has been developed with increased flexibility 
and specifications. 

D r a k a 
Communications 
– Americas has 

introduced a new line of fi ber cables designed 
as a corner stone for next-generation 
networks and dark fi ber networks. 
Branded under the name Draka ezDistance Ultra 
Low Loss this new single-mode fi ber cable family 

Draka introduces single-mode fi ber cable 
delivers exceptional performance in outside plant 
cable installations, and maintains compliance 
and compatibility with in-place infrastructure for 
transparent upgrade and interconnection.
Draka’s ezDistance Ultra Low Loss extends the 
distance reach in long-distance applications by 
improving the signal-to-noise ratio, lengthening 
the distance between amplifiers. This loss 

improvement can be directly converted to extra 
system margin for network designers, which is of 
importance for demanding 40 Gbit/s and 100Gbit/s 
network confi gurations where multi-degree tunable 
and reconfi gurable nodes are implemented.
Draka is reaching out to the builders of next-
generation, long-haul networks and dark fi ber 
networks with this new product, now available.

Ducab, one of Middle East’s top power 
cable makers, has appointed Jon Vail 
as the CEO of its newly launched 
subsidiary Ducab HV Cable Systems. 
The announcement comes exactly one year 
after the company announced the formation of 
the joint venture company in which Ducab has 
a 50 per cent share with Dubai Electricity and 
Water Authority (DEWA) and Abu Dhabi Water 
and Electricity Authority (ADWEA) holding 
25% each. Ducab itself is jointly owned by the 
Governments of Dubai and Abu Dhabi.
The new company will sell cable systems in the 

Ducab appoints CEO for high-voltage cable fi rm 

voltage range of 66kV to 400kV, covering the 
highest voltage currently used in the GCC and 
operating as the first dedicated high-voltage 
facility in the region. Once fully operational, 
the company plans on selling over Dh1 billion 
of cable and associated services annually, 
approximately 60 per cent of which will be 
consumed in the UAE.
Andrew Shaw, Managing Director at Ducab, 
affirms that Vail’s history of working in diverse 
f ields ranging from technical to product 
development as well as business management 
make him the ideal candidate to lead the launch 

of the Ducab HV Cable Systems. 
“It is an honour to be able to serve as CEO of 
such a young and promising venture,” comments 
Vail. “Providing a reliable, local supply of 
strategically vital HV cables to the Middle East 
is our ultimate goal, and we look forward to 
being the only high-voltage facility in the region 
dedicated first and foremost to reducing GCC 
dependency on foreign suppliers.” 
Vail also confirmed that construction of the new 
dedicated factory is in progress at the Jebel Ali 
site and the machinery will start to be installed 
later in 2010. 
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Cable & Wire

Dow Wire & Cable is announcing 
a pr ice increase of US$0.15 per 
pound for its products in the US and 
Canada.  

Dow Wire and Cable announces price 
increase in North America

This action is effective March 15, 2010 for 
the general market, and effective Apri l  1, 
2010 for contract customers with quarterly 
price terms.

A 360° brush contact design offers 
optimal low resistance screen 
contact in a cable gland, providing 
full grounding coverage: Lapp 
Group’s Skintop MS-M Brush.
Lapp Group’s Skintop MS-M Brush 
has a 360° brush contact design for 
optimal low resistance screen contact 
in a cable gland, unlike any other on 
the market, says LappUSA. With full 
grounding coverage, the potent ial 
for EMI interruptions and equipment 
failure are eliminated. 

Lapp Group 
intruduces 
Skintop MS-M 
Brush cable gland

Belden has announced that the company 
is to increase the prices of all its wire 
and cable products in the EMEA region 
by 10%. According to Roel Vestjens, 
General Manager of Belden Wire & Cable 
Systems EMEA, the increase, which will 
be effective as of 12 April 2010, is to 
offset escalating costs, particularly raw 
materials and energy. 
Strategic repositioning
Mr. Vestjens adds: “Even though costs have 
gone up significantly in the last 18 months, we 
have not passed on all of these costs to our 
customers. Actually, in addition to absorbing 
these rising costs, we have made a number of 

Belden announces 10% price increase 
in EMEA

significant investments to ensure that Belden 
products and services will continue to deliver 
added value for our customers.”
As part of a planned strategic repositioning, 
Belden has significantly expanded its ranges 
of Industrial Ethernet cables, Commercial 
A/V cabling products and is about to launch 
its f irst ful ly shielded structured cabling 
solution for the EMEA region. In the second 
quarter, Belden will launch an exciting new 
range of fiber optic connectors, enabling fast, 
fool-proof and easy termination of a fiber, 
enabling terminations being made within 
five (5) seconds, without termination tools 
being required. 

H u n t s m a n 
Polyurethanes has 
d e v e l o p e d  a  f i r e -
retardant,  halogen-
f ree  TPU,  I rog ran 
A95P5003DP, which 
complies with current 
safety standards for 
cable jacketing materials 

used in the IT and consumer electronics 

Huntsman develops fi re-retardant cable jacket

sector, including the European RoHS 
directive and the US VW1 standard. 
Irogran A95P5003DP can be extruded at 
high speeds on conventional PVC processing 
equipment and has a good surface quality. 
According to the manufacturer, this makes it ideal 
for use in both cable power systems and injection 
moulding for electronic devices including plasma 
screens, mobile phones, MP3 players, digital 
cameras and laptops. 

Designed for the telecommunication and 
data communication industries, Madison 
Cable brand Cat 5E miniature trunk cable 
is now available from Tyco. 
The product, available in shielded or unshielded 
configurations, eliminates cable congestion 
- offering a more f lexible, easy-to-route 

Tyco launches new Cat 5E miniature trunk cable for telecoms 
and datacoms

interconnection for use in high data-rate Ethernet 
and xDSL applications, says the company.
A central feature of the product includes its 
reduced diameter for improved routing within, or 
between, cabinets and frames for central offi ces 
or telecommunication closets. Additional benefi ts 
of this feature include: reduced weight, improved 

cabinet / frame airfl ow and easier handling and 
routing. 
The multi-pair cables can be customized for 
specifi c applications as they include a variety of 
pair-counts and AWG sizes. Non-halogen and 
outdoor rated confi gurations and customizable 
shielding are also offered. 
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Cable & Wire

Dow Wire & Cable offers new product 
family of bio-based plasticizers

Dow Wire & Cable will be 
participating in the IEEE PES 
Transmission & Distribution 
Conference and Exposition, 
April 19-22, 2010 at the Ernest 
N. Morial Convention Center in 
New Orleans, LA. In addition 
to highlighting its previously 
announced enhanced TR-

USA Wire & Cable now offering 
Amphenol’s Helios H4 Solar Connector

USA Wire & Cable has signed 
an agreement with Amphenol 
to distribute the Helios H4 
Solar Connector in North 
America.
Competitor connectors for 10 
awg are rated at 30 amps, while 
t he  H4  -  f ea tu r i ng  Radsock 
contact technology -  is rated at 
44 amps, which is the highest 
current rating in the industry, 
according to USA Wire & Cable. 

The  Radsok  con tac t  sys tem 
has  on ly  25-ohm res is tance 
(versus 50 ohms for the industry 
leader), resulting in lower power 
loss, the company adds.
Addi t ional ly,  the H4 is  made 
w i t h  2 5 - y e a r  m i l i t a r y - g r a d e 
plast ic  for  long-term UV and 
ozone resistance. The H4 meets 
2008 NEC requirements, is both 
UL- and TUV-approved and is 
RoHS-compliant.

Wind farm power cables now 
offered by WECS Electric Supply

W E C S 
E l e c t r i c 
S u p p l y 
o f f e r s  a 
wide range 
of electrical 
p r o d u c t s 
t h a t  a r e 

used in the wind power 
industry. 
The EmPowr 35kV link underground 
distribution cable, supplied by 
the company, is manufactured 
by General  Cable.  This wind 
farm power cable consists of a 
conductor, insulation, conductor 
shield, insulation shield, jacket and 
concentric neutral. The wind farm 
cable features a water blocked 
construction with water blocked 

conductor. 
The conductor shield of the EmPowr 
35kV link underground distribution 
cable is cross linked. Both the 
conductor shield and insulation 
shield are semi conducting. 
The insulation, insulation shield and 
conductor shield are extruded over 
the aluminum conductor. 
The black extruded jacket and 
bare copper wires are applied over 
cable core. 
The EmPowr 35kV wind farm cable 
is triple extruded to provide clean 
interfaces. This wind farm cable 
offers low dielectric loss and high 
dielectric strength. 
The underground distr ibut ion 
cable provides good resistance to 
moisture and treeing.

XLPE medium voltage 
system, Dow Wire & 
Cable also will use 
this venue to discuss 
its new family of bio-
based p las t ic izer 

materials. 
These new compounds are phthalate- 
and lead-free, representing a 
renewable alternative for traditional 
PVC plasticizers that offers a safer, 
environmental-friendly option for 
building wire as well as wire for 
personal electronics, appliances and 
transportation applications.
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Cable Projects

Nexans has 
been awarded 
for a 9.5 million 
euros contract 
t o  s u p p l y 
China’s state-
owned vehicle 
producer, CNR 
Corpora t i on 
Limited (CNR), 

with the cables it requires to develop 
the China Railway High-speed (CRH) 
trains that will enter in service between 
Beijing and Shanghai in 2011. 
Cable provided are manufactured at Nexans 

Nexans secures 9.5 million Euros contract to supply 
FLAMEX® cables for China Railway High-speed trains

China’s production facilities in Waigaoqiao and 
Baoshan, both located in Shanghai. The first 
batch of cables were be delivered in March 2010 
and the last will be delivered in March 2011.
This contract is in addition to the first award 
from CNR on control, power and data cables 
that Nexans got in July 2009 for a value of 5.0 
million euros on the same programme.
This is one of the biggest spot orders for 
Nexans Rolling Stock business supplying a 
total number of over 10,000 km power control 
and data cables for 79 train-sets. The cables 
will be delivered to the CNR subsidiaries, the 
Tangshan Railway Vehicle Company (TRC) 
and the Changchun Railway Vehicle Company 

(CRC), which are responsible for developing 
and manufacturing the high-speed trains.
The new CRH trains will be composed of 16 
cars, for a design speed of 350km/h, and will 
be able to carry up to 1,026 passengers.
The cables supplied to this CRH project come 
from Nexans’ FLAMEX® range, which have 
been specially designed to adhere to the 
various international standards and safety 
needs of the rolling stock industry. For instance, 
the cables selected are environmental ly 
friendly and halogen free – this helps ensure 
the cable resists the propagation of fire and 
produces low smoke emissions in the event 
that a fire occurs.

A U.S. company with plans to run 
a US$1.2-bil l ion f ibre optic cable 
through the Northwest Passage has 
approached Canadian officials to begin 
laying the groundwork for approval of 
the proposed telecom link between 
Eastern Asia and Western Europe via 
North America's polar frontier.
Prompted by melt ing Arct ic sea ice, the 
A l a s k a - b a s e d  A r c t i c  C a b l e  C o m p a n y 
announced last month that it was preparing to 
place a globe-girdling, 16,000-kilometre-long 
communications cable on Canada's Arctic 
Ocean seabed — an ambitious and inevitably 

Arctic Cable Company announces 
‘historic’ trans-Arctic cable project

controversial bid to create a super-fast, high-
tech link between the international financial 
centres of Tokyo and London.
The cable would extend across the Pacific 
Ocean from Japan to Alaska, through the 
Bering Strait and the Northwest Passage 
seabed, then across the Atlantic Ocean south 
of Greenland to Britain.
The project, dubbed ArcticLink, would have 
to clear a host of financial, environmental 
and jurisdictional hurdles before achieving its 
proponents' aim of creating a "truly historic" 
Asia-to-Europe connection across northern 
Canada.

El Sewedy Cables is looking into supplying 
wind energy projects in Egypt, the Middle 
East and African markets.
Research shows that the world market for 
wind turbine installations was worth about 
45 billion euros (US$61.5 billion) in 2009 and 
that global installed capacity will more than 
double to 340 gigawatts by 2013.
‘Wind energy is one of the fastest growing 

El Sewedy eyes wind energy projects in 
Egypt, Middle East and Africa

industries in the world. Everyone wants it, 
and Egypt has high potential to produce 
such energy,’ Ahmed El Homosani, Sewedy’s 
investor relations director.
El Sewedy started operating a 40 million 
euro (US$54.66 million) wind tower plant 
in Ain Sukhna on Egypt’s Red Sea coast, 
to manufacture equipment for electricity-
generating wind farms.

Electricity transmission operator 
TenneT is planning to construct 
a 150,000 kilovolt (150 kV) cable 
link from the Ypenburg residential 
district in The Hague via Rijswijk 
to Wateringen. 
The new underground cable is needed 
to realise a further expansion of the 
high-voltage grid in the region, and 
is part of the grid expansion TenneT 
is planning to complete in and around 
The Hague.
The new cable link will help secure the 
future supply of electricity to the region. 
It will cover a distance of approximately 
5 kilometres and will be constructed 
between the high-voltage substations 
at Ypenburg and Wateringen, which are 
currently under construction. The high-
voltage connection is scheduled to be 
taken into operation in 2010.

TenneT plans new 
underground cable 
in Rijswijk
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Cable Projects

Aker Solutions’ marine operations unit 
has entered into a long-term agreement 
with ABB regarding installation of power 
cables and related services. 
ABB will charter one of Aker Solutions’ 
new vessels for installation campaigns 
during 2012 and 2013. Aker Solutions 
estimates that this can generate revenues 
up to NOK 500 million.
The agreement also includes options for further 
campaigns in the period 2014 - 2016. Key 
deliverables from Aker Solutions will in addition 

Aker Solutions wins power cable installation contract 
with ABB 

to the vessel include project management, 
engineering and offshore execution.
The vessel is a state-of-the-art installation 
vessel uniquely equipped to install long, heavy 
power cables and subsea umbilicals.  It is 
one of Aker Solutions’ vessels already under 
construction. The vessel will be called Aker 
Connector and will be ready for operations 
from 2012. 
For Aker Solutions the agreement means higher 
predictability with regards to vessel utilisation 
and associated operations such as engineering, 
installation planning and execution of the 
installation activities.
ABB and Aker Solutions have also entered 
into a strategic cooperation agreement where 
the two parties have ambitions to combine 
their strengths within power cables (ABB) and 

installation services (Aker Solutions) in selected 
projects. 
“This is an agreement with excellent strategic 
potential, and I am very pleased that ABB has 
chosen us as their partner,” says Svein Haug, 
president of Aker Solutions’ marine operations 
unit, Aker Marine Contractors AS. 
“The vessel hire is just one, but important, part 
of this deal. However, it will offer us greater 
visibility with regards to vessel planning and 
utilisation.  We have already as a result of 
this agreement started to supply engineering 
services to ABB in order to increase ABB’s 
capacity within the field of marine installation, 
which is a market that we expect to grow over 
the coming years,” adds Haug. 
Aker Solutions’ contract party is Aker Marine 
Contractors AS. 

Leoni will equip the latest generation 
of  Siemens magnet ic  resonance 
tomography (MRT) units with standard 
and special cables since end of 2009. 
Overall, the follow-up contract is worth 
an eight-digit euro amount. 
“Thanks to this order we are consolidating 
our position as a supplier for the healthcare 
sector,” states Dr. Klaus Probst, CEO and 
President of Leoni AG. “We consider medical 
technology to be an important market of the 
future, which will need more and more high 
quality cable systems”. 
With this project, the Nuremberg based company 
continues the successful collaboration with one 
of the largest providers in the healthcare sector. 
“Leoni qualified thanks to its extensive range 
of products and services, an international 
footprint and our good collaboration on past 
projects,” said Mr Thomas Bank from the 
magnetic resonance purchasing department 
of Siemens’ Healthcare sector on award of the 
new contract. Leoni already provided the wiring 

Leoni obtains order for the wiring of 
the latest Siemens magnetic resonance 
tomography units 

for the Siemens Magnetom Avanto and Espree 
MR units. With its latest Magnetom Aera and 
Skyra generation, Siemens again sets trends 
by supporting patients and hospitals in a 
forwarding-looking way with respect to their 
primary objective of getting the best possible 
diagnosis while simultaneously increasing 
productivity. 
Wi th the g lass and polymer f iber  opt ic 
cables, copper conductors in the form of 
coaxial and symmetrical cables as well as 
fully assembled and ready-to-install cable 
systems supplied, the cable company ensures 
the correspondingly efficient data and signal 
transmission for as well as power supply to the 
devices. Leoni has also developed a number 
of special hybrid cables that perform several 
functions with a smaller outer diameter and 
thus reduce the weight of the units. The new 
mobile table that is used with these MR units 
for faster preparation of patients for scans 
and thereby to increase the patient through-
put is also fitted with Leoni cables. 

Nexans has been awarded a 
major contract by Xi'an XianYang 
International Airport in China to 
supply high voltage (HV) cable 
accessories for the airport ’s 
second phase development. The 
contract covers the supply of 96 
units of Euromold accessories 
rated at  110 kV insta l led in 
t he  a i rpo r t ’s  cen t ra l  power 
transformer substation. 
The accessories, rated at 64/110 (123) 
kV are designed for use with XLPE 
power  cab les  w i th  c ross-sec t ions 
of 240 or 400 mm2. They comprise 
two main types:  jo ints for  jo int ing 
two cables together and terminations 
(sealing end) for connecting cables 
to other power equipment, such as 
transformers. 
T h e  H V  c a b l e  a c c e s s o r i e s  a r e 
manufac tu red  in  Swi tze r land  and 
Belgium, with del iveries scheduled 
between the end of  2009 and the 
beginning of 2010. 

Nexans secures 
supply contract 
for second 
phase of China’s 
Xi’an XianYang 
International Airport
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Nexans has been awarded a 13 million 
Euros turnkey contract to supply the 
power cables for the new Kraftwerke 
L in th -L immern  pumped-s to rage 
hydropower plant currently under 

Nexans lands 13 million Euros power cable contract for the 
Linth-Limmern pumped-storage hydropower plant project in 
Switzerland

construction in eastern Switzerland. 
This contract covers the design, 
manufacture, supply, instal lat ion, 
connection and commissioning of 
about 30 km of Extra High Voltage 

(EHV) cables. 
Nexans will supply six 380 kV XLPE-insulated 
underground cables, each approx. 5 km in 
length, which corresponds to the length of the 
underground access tunnel in which they will 
be installed. Laid in parallel to connect the new 
plant to the EHV power transmission grid, these 
cables will comprise copper core conductors 
with a cross-section of 1,600 mm².
The Limmern pumped-storage project in the 
Linthal Valley will utilize the proximity of two 
existing water holding reservoirs - the Muttsee 
Lake (elevation: 2,474 m; new capacity: 25 
million m3 water) and the Limmernsee Lake 
(elevation: 1,857 m; capacity: 92 million m3 
water) - by building an underground pumped-
storage plant between the two lakes.

Cable Projects

Bahra Cables Company has won a 
contract worth 50 million Saudi Riyals 
to supply cables for Al Mashaar Makkah 
Metro project. Bahra Cables Company 
started supplying cables and electrical 
wires to the project, which will be 
fi nalized and delivered to the relevant 
Governmental authorities by the end of 
the year 2010.
Bahra Cables Company wi l l  supply the 
low vol tage cables and electr ical  wires 

Bahra Cables supplies cables to Al Mashaar Makkah metro 
project for 50 million Saudi Riyals

according to the British specifications which is 
inspected and approved by Dar Al-Handasah 
Consultants.
To avoid hindering pedestrians movement 
or traffic for vehicles transferring pilgrims 
from Mina to Arafa, Arafa to Muzdalifa and 
then to Mina, elevation of the metro line 
reaches 8 meters above the ground, and 
even 10 meters, in certain areas. When fully 
operational in Hajj season 2011, the train 
will accommodate 72,000 people per hour 

per direction.
The total cost for constructing the metro line 
from Arafat to Muzdalifa reaches SR 6. 65 
billion, and will be completed within two years 
after signing the contract.
35% of the project capacity will be operational 
by Hajj  season 1431H, and wil l  be ful ly 
operational by Hajj season 1433H. the metro 
line will provide transportation for pilgrims 
along 18.1 kilometers in the holy places in 
Makkah.

Triton pushes back Seahorse undersea cable project 1 more year 
and changes route
The completion date of the Caribbean’s 
Seahorse-1 undersea cable project 
being developed by Triton Telecom, 
a subsidiary of Cobian International, 
has been pushed back by yet another 
year and seen some modifications to 
the route. 
Seahorse is a submarine fiber optical ring 
circling the Caribbean from Miami. Phase 1 
was originally due to start operation in May 
2009 but was pushed back to January 2010 

on the request of customers that wanted more 
time due to the global economic crisis. 
Phase 1 is now due to be completed in 
January 2011 and the whole ring wil l be 
completed in early 2013. 
Seahorse-1 was originally designed to link 
Miami with Isla Verde in Puerto Rico, and 
later Cacique in the Dominican Republic with 
a branch line to Jamaica. 
However, after real izing that the Miami-
Puerto Rico route is eligible for US stimulus 

plan funding, Cobian decided to wait and 
apply for funding and go ahead with another 
section of the route first. 
Yet, on discovering there was suff ic ient 
demand, Cobian decided to do a direct route 
from Miami to Kingston, Jamaica, instead of 
just a branch. 
From there the optical ring wil l  continue 
from Ocho Ríos in Jamaica to the Dominican 
Republic, and then on to Puerto Rico and 
Miami. 
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Nexans has further extended the subsea 
cable laying capabilities of the C/S Nexans 
Skagerrak, already one of the world’s 
most advanced cable ships, following 
the successful completion of a major 
conversion and upgrading project. 
It will put to sea shortly from the Cammell Laird 
Shiprepairers and Shipbuilders Limited dockyard 

C/S Nexans Skagerrak ready to put to sea after major 
conversion and upgrade project

and increased her autonomy while at sea. 
The major element in the project has been the 
insertion of a new 12.5 metre pre-fabricated hull 
section that has increased the ship’s overall length to 
112.25 metres. An additional accommodation module 
has also been installed, taking the total number of 
single cabins on board to 60, together with a new 
work deck, complete with cable-handling equipment, 
that has increased on the on-deck storage capacity 
to around 2000 m2 (from 900 m2). The upgrade has 
increased the ship’s deadweight from 7,886 tonnes 
to 9,373 tonnes. 
“Owning and operating our own dedicated cable 
ship forms a vital part of Nexans’ strategy to provide 
a comprehensive service for subsea projects, from 
design, development and manufacture to installation“, 
says Krister Granlie, Managing Director of Nexans’ 
Umbilicals & Submarine High Voltage Business 
Group. “This major upgrade and conversion of the 
C/S Skagerrak underlines our commitment to the 
subsea sector, and ensures we are well prepared 
to handle the growing market trend for ever longer 
cables and larger scale installations.” 

Contracts have been signed between 
Kompania Węglowa S.A. and TELE–
FONIKA Kable Spółka z o.o. S.K.A. for 
supply of cables and electrical power 
wires in 2010. The gross value of 
contracts for supply of cable products 
exceeds 11 million Euros. 
The subject matter of the fi rst contract are electrical 
power cables assigned for use in underground 
mine pits and in the above-ground area of mines. 
The total value of supply of electrical power cables 

Tele–Fonika announces power cable 
contract with Kompania Węglowa 
of over 11 million Euros

exceeds 4.9 million Euros. 
The subject matter of the second contract are 
mining cables , whose value exceeds 6.1 million 
Euros. 
The majority of products which are the subject 
matter of the contracts will be produced by the 
Kraków Plant. 
Kompania Węglowa S.A. is the largest mining 
company in Europe. Within its structure, there are 
15 hard coal mines and 5 production facilities. The 
company has approximately 63,400 employees. 

The South Korean electric-cable maker 
received a US$35 million contract 
to build a power-cable network in 
Mumbai. 
Reliance Infrastructure Ltd. placed the order, 
Taihan said in a regulatory fi ling yesterday. The 
stock fell 2.4 percent to 16,550 won.

Taihan Electric Wire 
Co. secures 
US$35 million 
contract to build a 
power-cable network 
in Mumbai

Dubai Electricity & Water Authority has 
celebrated signing 6 new contracts for 
projects in electricity and water sectors 
enhancing the infrastructure of DEWA 
facilities, raising the efficiency of the 
networks to meet the growth in demand 
to DEWA’s services.
6 contracts were signed for major projects to 

DEWA secures 6 contracts for projects including electricity & 
water sectors with ABB, Areva and Ducab

the amount if AED 3.130 billion covering both 
electricity and water sectors.
The first contract, to supply, install, test and 
commissioning of three 132/11 KV Substations 
with AAB Industries LLC –Dubai to the amount 
of AED 250 Million. 
The second contract with Areva T&D SA Dubai 
to supply , install, test and commissioning 

of three 132/11 KV Substations in various 
areas in Dubai , including Dubai Investment 
Park , Jebel Ali Industries Area, Mutina , Kifaf 
and other places , which cost is AED 1.030 
Billion.
The third contract with Ducab -Dubai to supply 
11 KV XLPE power cables –800kms, the value 
of which is AED 260 Million.

in Birkenhead, England where the 8 million euro, 
two-month, fast-track contract was carried out. 
The conversion and upgrade has increased the 
C/S Nexans Skagerrak’s capability to carry out 
even larger scale power cable and umbilical 
installation projects, to meet the changing needs 
of customers in the subsea interconnector and oil 
& gas sectors. It has also extended her service life 
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Cable Plant

Ducab’s Dh500 million high-voltage 
plant will be completed in January 
next year and the firm is now studying 
two expansion opportunities outside 
the GCC. 
Though the project will be completed next year, 
the plant will begin producing some cables by 
the end of 2010 for testing.
Equipment will be installed in the third quarter 
of this year and testing will begin in the fourth 
quarter.
After the start-up, the plant will ramp up 
production to 30,000 tonnes over the next 
three years. “It is a relatively small start-up in 
the first few months, then we will be ramping 
up production,” Jon Vail, CEO of Ducab High 
Voltage Cable Systems (Ducab HV), told 

High-voltage Ducab plant to begin test run soon
Emirates Business.
The company, which is 50 per cent owned 
by Ducab and 25 per cent each by Dubai 
Electricity and Water Authority (Dewa) and 
the Abu Dhabi Electricity and Water Authority 
(Adwea), aims to meet the entire high-voltage 
requirements of the UAE.
Currently, most HV needs of the country 
are  impor ted.  Dewa,  fo r  example ,  has 
recently awarded the contracts to install, 
test and commission 132/11 substations to 
Switzerland’s ABB, France’s Areva and Saudi’s 
Riyadh Cables, while the 400/132 substation 
deal went to Germany’s Siemens.
“The products that Ducab has now are in low 
and medium voltage. In this product range, we 
supply 50 per cent of the UAE requirements. 
Our target is to supply all the high-voltage 
needs of the UAE,” Vail said.
The UAE cable demand is about 180,000 
copper tonnes per year. Cable demand across 
the GCC is about 770,000 tonnes per year. 
Meanwhile, Ducab HV will concentrate on 
getting commercial orders in the second half 
of this year for delivery next year.

“In our start-up, we will concentrate on 66kV 
and 132kv [cables] and then will also start to 
produce and test 400kV cables, where the test 
cycle could take at least one-and-a-half years,” 
said the CEO.
Ducab HV wil l  sell cable systems in the 
voltage range of 66kV to 400kV, covering the 
highest voltage currently used in the GCC and 
operating as the first dedicated high-voltage 
facility in the region. Once fully operational, 
the company plans to sell more than Dh1 
billion worth of cable and associated services 
annually, approximately 60 per cent of which 
will be consumed in the UAE. The rest will be 
exported to GCC and nearby Asian and North 
African regions.
The company has also laid the foundation of 
its Dh250m cable manufacturing plant with a 
capacity of producing 25,000 tonnes of cables 
per year, a spokesperson said, declining 
to give details on the commissioning date. 
Ducab is currently reviewing two expansion 
opportunities, and is also looking at regions 
outside the GCC. The firm is already the 
largest supplier of imported cables to India.

KEI has entered into a technological 
collaboration with Swiss firm Brugg 
Kables AG to make extra-high-voltage 
(EHV) cables with capacity of up to 220 kv 
in India. The Indian cable industry grows 
at a CAGR of 20-25%.
“Africa is a virgin market while there is enough 
potential in the West Asia due to its mounting oil & 
gas exploration,” Gupta said without disclosing the 
exact dates for the facilities to be commissioned. 

KEI to set up manufacturing plants in Africa and West Asia

According to experts, setting up a low/medium-
voltage cables manufacturing plant will cost about 
$20-25 million and can be commissioned in 15-18 
months time.
Anil Gupta has affi rmed that there would be no 
equity participation in the proposed projects. 
KEI earns its 15% revenue from Africa and the 
West Asia.
The company plans to gain a major chunk in the 
EHV cable segment in India. It will start production 

of such cables at its Chopanki plant in Rajasthan 
by end of August 2010. EHV cables worth about Rs 
400-crore were imported to India in 2008-09.
Currently, there is demand for cables worth Rs 
700-800 crore in the country, where the industry 
is growing at a CAGR of 35-40%. “We are aiming 
at a share of Rs 300 crore in EHV cables market in 
initial years,” Gupta said. KEI has already invested 
Rs 110 crore in Chopanki plant and an additional 
Rs 40 crore will be pumped by 2010.
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Projects OGP

Siemens Energy has received an order 
worth EUR65 million from Saudi Arabia to 
supply three turnkey static reactive-power 
compensation systems. 
S iemens  w i l l  supp l y  t h ree  s t a t i c  Va r 
compensators  (SVCs) for different high-
voltage levels to Saudi Electric Company 
(SEC) for stabilization of the country’s 60-Hertz 
power transmission network. The parallel 

Siemens secures order for stabilization of high-voltage 
transmission network in Saudi Arabia order 
valued at 65 million Euros

compensation systems will be deployed at 
three sites in the Hiteen, Qassim and Afif 
substations and are scheduled to be ready for 
operation between mid-2011 and early 2012.
 “We are p leased that  our  f ie ld-proven 
technology will be deployed to stabilize the 
Saudi power transmission network,“ said Udo 
Niehage, CEO of the Power Transmission 
Division of Siemens Energy. The three systems 

ordered are intended for the 380-kV, 132-kV 
and 33-kV voltage levels and will have a 
dynamic compensation capacity of as much 
as 800 MVAr.
received new orders totaling approximately 
EUR30 billion and posted a profit of EUR3.3 
billion. On September 30, 2009, the Energy 
Sector  had a work  force o f  more than 
85,100. 

ABB lands US$110 million order for power link to offshore 
platform Barents Sea

ABB has won an order worth US$110 
million from Eni Norway AS, to build a 
power link between a new oil and gas 

platform in the Barents Sea and the 
Norwegian power grid. The order was 
booked in the fi rst quarter. The Goliat 

platform will be partly electrifi ed by a 
106 km subsea power cable, which can 
lower Goliat’s carbon dioxide emissions 
up to 50 percent by reducing the need 
for electricity produced by the platform’s 
gas turbines. 
The 123kV (k i lovol t )  75MW (megawatt ) 
XLPE insulated cable is the longest, most 
powerful cable ever delivered for an offshore 
application. It will supply AC (alternating 
cur rent )  power  f rom the main land gr id 
in  Norway to  Gol ia t ,  a  f loat ing o i l  and 
gas product ion,  s torage and off loading 
unit. The cable integrates fiber optics to 
monitor temperature and provide general 
communication services, and includes a 1.5 
km dynamic section to accommodate the 
movement of the floating platform. 
The project is scheduled for completion by 
the end of 2013, when Goliat is due to begin 
operations. 

J. Ray McDermott has been awarded 
its first SURF (“Subsea Infrastructure, 
Umbi l icals,  Risers & Flowl ines”) 
project in the Asia Pacific market since 
its strategic push into this high growth 
area. This milestone contract was 
awarded by PetroVietnam Technical 
Services Corporation (“PTSC”) on 
behalf of its customer, PetroVietnam 
Exploration & Production (“PVEP”). 
J. Ray’s scope includes the EPCI of new 

J. Ray McDermott lands Asia Pacifi c 
subsea project with PetroVietnam

produc t ion  and expor t  l i nes ,  umbi l i ca l 
and subsea cable.  This includes t ie- in, 
testing and pre-commissioning of two 2.2 
kilometers flexible flowlines, replacement 
of two 2.3 kilometers export flowlines and 
umbil ical, instal lat ion of a subsea cable 
and 4.8 k i lometers of  insulated f lexible 
flowlines. Initial engineering and procurement 
work starts immediately with the offshore 
installation due to commence in the third 
quarter of 2011. 
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Projects OGP

Jacobs has received a contract from 
Saudi Aramco, to develop a basic 
engineering package for four sulfur 
recovery units, each with an expected 
production capacity of 1,200 tpd. 
This new, four-train sulfur plant will be part 
of the Wasit Gas Development Program in 
the Kingdom. Jacobs has designed over 350 
sulfur recovery units since 1985, and they 
will license its proprietary EUROCLAUS(R), 
and sulfur degassing technology for the 

Jacobs secures contract for 
sulfur recovery unit from 
Saudi Aramco as part of the 
Wasit Gas Development Program

project. The project will be executed from 
Jacobs office in Calgary, Alberta, Canada. 
Saudi Aramco’s Wasit Gas Development 
Program will provide for the production and 
processing of up to 2.5 billion standard cubic 
feet per day of gas from the Aribiyah and 
Hasbah offshore non-associated sour gas 
f ields. This investment involves building 
gas processing plants, two offshore gas 
platforms, one tie-in platform, subsea power 
and communication links and pipelines. 

Petrofac has been awarded a contract 
worth more than US$600 million for a gas 
sweetening facilities project in Qatar’s 
Messaieed and Dukhan industrial districts 
by Qatar Petroleum.
Petrofac will undertake the EPCI of gas sweetening 

Petrofac lands Qatar Petroleum contract worth more than 
US$600 million in Messaieed and Dukhan industrial districts

facilities in both locations which includes a sulphur 
recovery upgrade at NGL-3 in Messaieed and an 
acid gas recovery plant at Arab-D in Dukhan.  
Work on the projects is expected to commence 
shortly and is due for completion within 38 
months. 

Siemens Energy has received an order worth 
65 million Euros from Saudi Arabia to supply 
3 turnkey static reactive power compensation 
systems. Siemens will supply 3 static Var 
compensators for different high voltage levels to 
Saudi Electric Company for stabilization of the 
country’s 60 Hertz power transmission network. 
The parallel compensation systems will be 
deployed at 3 sites in the Hiteen, Qassim and Afi f 
substations and are scheduled to be ready for 
operation between mid 2011 and early 2012.

Siemens secures 
supply contract for 3 
turnkey static reactive 
power compensation 
systems in Saudi 
Arabia

Larsen & Toubro (L&T) has secured an 
order valued at Rs. 2035 Crores from 
ONGC Mangalore Petrochemicals Ltd 
(OMPL), for an Aromatics Complex, to 
be set up at the Mangalore SEZ. 
This complex will produce Aromatic products 
namely Paraxylene & Benzene as well as 

L&T lands EPC contract from ONGC Mangalore 
Petrochemicals for aromatics complex

other byproducts l ike Hydrogen, Heavy 
Aromatics and LPG, starting from Naphtha 
as a raw material. 
The scope involves n ine process uni ts 
inc luding Naphtha Hydro-Treat ing Uni t , 
Con t i nuous  Ca ta l y t i c  Regene ra t i on  & 
Platforming Unit, PAREX Unit and ISOMAR 

Unit. 
The project shall be executed as an EPC 
Contract ,  and is  expected to  be ready 
for commissioning by December 2012. It 
demonstrates L&T’s integrated capabilities 
in  execut ing cr i t ica l  process p lants for 
Petrochemicals sector. 

Siemens Energy has received an order worth 
65 million Euros from Saudi Arabia to supply 
3 turnkey static reactive power compensation 
systems. Siemens will supply 3 static Var 
compensators for different high voltage levels to 
Saudi Electric Company for stabilization of the 
country’s 60 Hertz power transmission network. 
The parallel compensation systems will be 
deployed at 3 sites in the Hiteen, Qassim and Afi f 
substations and are scheduled to be ready for 
operation between mid 2011 and early 2012.

Siemens secures 
supply contract for 3
turnkey static reactive
power compensation 
systems in Saudi 
Arabia
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ABB has secured an order worth over 
US$13 million from the Volta River 
Authority in Ghana to supply equipment to 
improve the management and control of 
the country’s national power transmission 
network. 
ABB will supply, deliver, install and commission 
a new SCADA/EMS (Supervisory Control 
and Data Acquisition/Energy Management 
Sys tem)  and  commun ica t ions  sys tem, 
which inc ludes advanced funct ions for 

ABB secures US$13 million power order in Ghana
network analysis and optimization, automatic 
generat ion contro l ,  energy in terchange 
scheduling and transaction monitoring. 
The project is a key component of the 330 
ki lovolt  Coastal Transmission Backbone 
initiative, a program financed by the World 
Bank to improve the rel iabi l i ty of power 
suppl ies by encouraging eff icient power 
trading between the coastal countries of 
West Africa. 
The communications equipment includes 

r e m o t e  t e r m i n a l  u n i t s  f o r  a r o u n d  5 0 
substations, fiber optic terminal equipment 
and the power line carrier communication 
system to connect the control center and 
the substations. Ancillary equipment such 
as  un in te r rup ted  power  supp l y  un i t s , 
v ideo  su rve i l l ance  sys tems  and  o the r 
telecom components will also be supplied. 
Comprehensive training wil l  be given to 
employees. The project is expected to be 
completed in 19 months. 

Mohammad Al-Mojil Group has secured 
a letter of intent with Saudi Daelim 
Company to undertake mechanical works 
for parts of Al Jubail refi nery project, run 
by Saudi Aramco.
Al-Mojil Group will also supply labour and 

Al-Mojil secures US$44 million contract with Saudi Daelim 
for Al Jubail refi nery project

machinery for part of the project which is located 
in Al-Jubail Industrial City 2.
Saudi-based Mohammad al-Mojil Group (MMG), 
is a contractor specialising in oil and gas and 
petrochemicals projects, and has signed a 
great deal of contracts to undertake several 

subcontractor works for different petrochemical 
projects in Saudi Arabia.
Mohammad Al-Mojil controls 50% of the company 
shares, 15% is controlled by private investors, 
while 35% of the company’s shares is listed in 
the Saudi stock exchange.

WorleyParsons 
lands 
ConocoPhillips 
FEED and 
procurement 
services award for 
Jasmine project 
in the North Sea

WorleyParsons has been selected 
to provide FEED definition and 
advanced procurement services for 
ConocoPhillips-operated Jasmine 
Area Development project (Jasmine) 
in the North Sea.  
The contract also includes an option 
for the detailed engineering of Jasmine 
and follows WorleyParsons’ successful 
per formance of  the Jasmine FEED 
optimisation services.
WorleyParsons is performing the work 
from its offices in London, Woking and 
Kuala Lumpur.

Fabr icom has secured a 
US$33.8 million modification 
contract for work at the Statfjord 
and Snorre fi elds. 
The one-year  con t rac t ,  wh ich 
is a frame contract for offshore 
m o d i f i c a t i o n s ,  i n c l u d e s  t h e 
responsib i l i ty  for  engineer ing, 
p rocu remen t ,  f ab r i ca t i on  and 
installation work. 
Work starts immediately, Fabricom 
said.

Fabricom lands US$33.8 million contract 
work at Statfjord and Snorre fi elds

Jacobs has received a two-year contract 
from Canaport LNG for the provision of 
maintenance and related services at the 
company’s LNG Terminal in Saint John, 
New Brunswick, Canada. 
Off ic ia ls  d id  no t  d isc lose  the  con t rac t 

Jacobs lands two-year contract from 
Canaport LNG in New Brunswick, Canada

value. 
Delivering services under a performance 
based KPI (Key Performance Indicator) 
program, Jacobs will perform preventative, 
p r e d i c t i v e ,  c o r r e c t i v e  a n d  r e g u l a t o r y 
maintenance activities at the site. 
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Saudi Aramco and Dow Chemical are 
considering relocating their planned giant 
petrochemical complex to Jubail. When 
Aramco and Dow announced plans to 
build the US$20-billion plus plant, they 
initially chose Ras Tanura, home to the 
world’s biggest offshore oil facility, for 
the complex that would produce 8 million 
tonnes per year of petrochemicals. 
But the cost of reclaiming the land at Ras Tanura 
and congestion at the site had led Dow and 
Aramco to reconsider plans. Saudi Aramco and 
Dow have already requested land in Jubail. 
Both Dow and Aramco spokespeople declined 
to comment on the possibility of changing 
location. Saudi Aramco and Dow would need 

Saudi Aramco and Dow consider new location for 
petrochemical plant in the Kingdom

approximately two to three months to get 
approval for the move from Saudi authorities. 
The size of the project was expected to remain 
the same but with a slight additional cost as 
studies would have to be conducted again on 
the new area and pipelines would be laid out, 
one of the sources said. Still, the overall cost 
could fall due to the lower land expense, one 
source said. 
Petchem Hub The alternative location at Jubail, 
where there is already a 305,000 bpd refinery 
and where Aramco and France’s Total plan to 
build another 400,000 bpd refinery, is already a 
major hub for petrochemicals. It is between Ras 
Azzour and Ras Tanura on the Gulf coast.
The Saudi government has already completed 

an expansion phase of infrastructure at Jubail, 
where plots of land are ready for construction. 
Dow’s investment in Ras Tanura would have 
been the largest ever single foreign investment 
in the energy sector of the world’s top oil 
exporter and the plant would be one of the 
largest petrochemical facilities in the world.
Aramco and Dow have agreed to spend 
US$1.2 billion on engineering work alone 
for their Ras Tanura petrochemical plant. 
KBR along with Foster Wheeler and Jacobs 
Engineering are all conducting the front-
end engineering and design (FEED) of the 
petrochemicals complex. The engineering 
work was due to be completed by the first or 
second quarter of this year.

C B & I  h a s 
been awarded 
a  c o n t r a c t 
t o  s u p p l y  a 
c r y o g e n i c 
n a t u r a l  g a s 

processing plant in Malvinas, Peru, as 
part of an expansion of the Camisea 
gas project. CB&I’s contract, valued 

CB&I lands US$45 million contract to supply gas processing 
plant for Camisea expansion project in Peru

in excess of US$45 million, is with 
Pluspetrol  Peru as operator and 
contract administrator,  act ing on 
behalf of the licensees. 
CB&I will be responsible for the engineering, 
procurement and modular fabricat ion of 
a cryogenic unit designed to process 520 
million standard cubic feet per day of gas. 
The unit, which is scheduled for completion 

later this year, will treat gas extracted from 
the Pagoreni field, separating the natural 
gas liquids out of the gas stream.
CB&I has been involved in the Camisea 
project since its inception, having supplied 
four cryogenic plants at Malvinas, as well 
as a f ract ionat ion and topping p lant  at 
Pisco, and the associated refrigerated and 
atmospheric storage tanks on the site.
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